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SATENA TAKES DELIVERY OF NEW ATR 42-600 

 
This aircraft, the first directly acquired from ATR, will be the 11th addition to SATENA’s ATR fleet, 

enhancing connectivity across Colombia’s most remote regions  

Toulouse, 27 September 2024 – Colombian government-owned airline SATENA and world leader in 

regional aviation ATR, today announced the successful delivery of a brand new ATR 42-600, set to start 

operations at the beginning of October.  

Equipped with the latest technology and bolstering the lowest cost per trip in its category, the new ATR 

42--600 will enable SATENA to expand its reach and play a more significant role in the domestic market by 

connecting underserved towns and villages responsibly. Joining a fleet of 10 ATR aircraft, including two 

ATR 72-600, four ATR 42-600 and four ATR 42-500, the addition of this ATR 42-600 into SATENA’s fleet 
marks a significant milestone as it is the first directly acquired from ATR by the airline. 

“The introduction of the ATR into our fleet 10 years ago has been decisive in fulfilling our mission of fostering 

development and connectivity throughout Colombia. Thanks to their superior performance, unrivalled 

versatility and efficiency, ATR aircraft have proven to be the perfect ally in our quest to reach the most 

remote regions, ensuring reliable operations, optimal fuel efficiency, and the ability to land on short 

runways. This strategic choice reaffirms our commitment to serving the diverse needs of our communities, 

for a more connected and prosperous Colombia.” said Mayor General Oscar Zuluaga, President of 

SATENA. 

Nathalie Tarnaud Laude, CEO of ATR, added: “Granting access to remote places, connecting smaller 

communities to major hubs, and facilitating business and tourism has always been our mission, and what 

ATR aircraft excel at. We are delighted to see SATENA, a long-term customer of ATR, expanding its fleet 

with our aircraft, underscoring its proven reliability and relevance for regional operations. Knowing that 

SATENA relies on ATRs to bridge gaps and provide opportunities to underserved areas fills us with pride. 

Together, we are not just connecting destinations, we are enabling access to a world of possibilities, and 

that is a mission we are honoured to be a part of.” 

With the arrival of this aircraft, existing routes will be strengthened by increasing the number of available 

seats to destinations such as Guainía, Vaupés, Inírida, Vichada, Mitú, Puerto Carreño, and the Pacific 

coast, as well as key connections like Bogotá-Quibdó, Cali-Guapi, Medellín-Bahía Solano, and Medellín-

Mitú. ATR aircraft have been essential to the airline's growth, which now operates 142 routes to 52 

destinations, of which 83 are social routes, essential to guaranteeing mobility in remote communities. 

SATENA’s ATR fleet is covered by a Global Maintenance Agreement, including lease stock and standard 

exchange of line replaceable units, along with propeller blades repair services.  
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ABOUT SATENA 

 
SATENA is Colombia's state-owned airline, founded in 1962. Since its inception, it has played a fundamental role in 
the air connectivity of remote and hard-to-reach regions in the country. Its main objective is to provide air transport 
services to remote communities, fostering socioeconomic development and tourism in these regions. Over the past 62 
years, the airline has managed to expand its route network, connecting cities and destinations that were previously 
unreachable for many. Its commitment is based on reaching where no one else goes, offering essential air connectivity 
for the development of various activities, such as tourism, commerce, and medical care in remote areas. 
 

ABOUT ATR 
 

ATR is the world number one regional aircraft manufacturer with its ATR 42 and 72, the best-selling aircraft in the below 
90-seat market segment. The unifying vision of the company is to accelerate sustainable connections for people, 
communities and businesses, no matter how remote. Flown by some 200 airlines in over 100 countries, ATR aircraft 
opened 160 new routes in 2023, facilitating the development of territories and enabling access to crucial services like 
healthcare and education. Thanks to ATR’s focus on continuous innovation and the intrinsic efficiency of the turboprop 
technology, ATR aircraft are the most advanced, versatile, cost-effective and lowest-emission regional aircraft on the 
market, emitting 45% less CO2 than similar-size regional jets. In January 2022, we flew the first ever commercial aircraft 
using 100% SAF in both engines. ATR is a joint-venture between Airbus and Leonardo. Visit us on www.atr-aircraft.com 
for more information. 
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